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Preparation for Easter

Lenten Recollection for Filipinos in Kanagawa

On February 21 at Fujisawa
Catholic Church, Fr. Christian
Sambajon, CM, was the main
speaker for the Lenten
Recollection for the Filipinos in
Kanagawa Prefecture. Fr. Christian
spoke on the theme, “The Joy of
the Gospel.” His main message was
that all baptized Christians are
called to be missionary disciples of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

After a short Introduction on
the Grace of Confession, time was
allotted for the participants to
confess while the whole assembly
sat in front of the Exposed Blessed
Sacrament.

The Recollection was attended
by members of 13 Parishes of
Kanagawa Ken (Atsugi, Chigasaki,
Fujisawa, Futamatagawa Hira-
tsuka, Kaizuka, Kajigaya,
Kashimada, Mikasa, Sueyoshicho,
Yamate, Yamato, Yugawara,) and
Kofu Parish of Yamanashi Ken.
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Tragedy in Kawasaki

The killing of the first-year
middle-school boy in Kawasaki in
February shocked many Filipino
mothers of bi-cultural children.
They could not imagine how an 18-
year-old boy, like one of their own,
could have so much anger, enough
to inflict violence on another
human being weaker than him and
to ultimately kill him.

We, as pastoral workers in the
Diocese of Yokohama, accept the
challenge to give more attention to
the bi-cultural children in our
Diocese. How is the Church helping
to raise them to grow up as not
only responsible citizens of
Japanese society but faith-filled
members of the Church? How can
we empower them to recognize the
riches of their dual heritages and to
be proud and stand on their own
dignity?
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THE JOY OF SHARING THE
GOSPEL

Fr. Jay Madrona

Some people say Japan is
like a huge garden when you are
looking from the sky. I have been
traveling since February to give
recollections, hear Confessions
and say Masses, not only here in
Kanagawa, but also in Hokkaido
and Nagasaki.

One of the joys of being a
pastor is to be able to travel
while evangelizing. Of course it is
always exciting to meet various
people and see new places. But
one thing that inspires a pastor is
the time he can reflect during the
travel. It is the moment he can
think about himself. Aside from
thinking what to say when I am
with the people, there are some
special moments when I feel the
love of God. His guidance, His
protection, His assurance of His
presence - all this makes me feel
happy and at peace.

Whenever this happens,
there is an overflowing thought
that I want to share. That feeling
of being one with God and that
God is with you in the journey.
And not only that, you realize it
is actually God who accompanies
you. He brings you where He
wants you to go because being a
pastor is making yourself an
instrument of God. And that is
one joyful feeling I like to share.

Peace be with you.
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Fr Jay celebrated the Mass for the
community at Manazuru for their
Lenten Recollection on March 26.
On hand to assist Sr. Marcy were
the other Pastoral workers from
the communities of Sueyoshicho,
Mikasa, and Hiratsuka.

Evangelii Gaudium
POPE FRANCIS
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“... whenever we take a step towards
Jesus, we come to realize that be is al-
ready there, waiting for us with open.
arms.”
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Calendar

April 25, 2015 - Kashimada Catholic
Church

KALAKASAN General Assembly and

Forum :Towards Understanding Our Bi-
cultural Youth: Reflecting Together on the
Killing of the Middle School Boy in Kawasaki

May 23, 2015 - Fujisawa Catholic
Church

Seminar Training for Pastoral Workers
June 27, 2015 - Fujisawa Catholic
Church

Seminar Training for Pastoral Workers
May 30, 2015 - 10:00-12:00
Sueyoshicho Catholic Church
ENCOM Seminar on Hate Speeches

Ongoing Preparation for JCaRM
Workshop in September
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are taken from the internet.




